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Dear Parishioners, 

In just one week since I last wrote to you the provisions we made last week have been superseded 

by the rapidly changing stipulations of the Federal and State Government. The Social Isolation 

phase of the Containment Plan means we must stay at home unless on essential business. We 

shouldn’t be socialising with family, friends or colleagues that live in another house other than 

via phone or video link. We shouldn’t be gathering in groups at all. 

The celebration of all public liturgies and meetings has been suspended until further notice. The 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass has been dispensed for all. But the time for prayer has never 

been more important. We are planning to live stream Mass this Sunday at 9.30am from St 

Francis Xavier Church on our parish Facebook page (you don’t need to be a member of facebook 

to access)  https://www.facebook.com/Catholic-Parish-of-Greater-Box-Hill-345491692726741/ 

Take a look at the page in advance to become familiar with it.  

The Archdiocese has issued the following guidelines regarding the Easter Ceremonies and the 

Sacraments. 

The Chrism Mass has been postponed. There will be no distribution of Blessed Palms at 

this time. Public celebration of the Stations of the Cross is not permitted. The Easter Vigil 

can be celebrated without the faithful physically present, but without the Easter Fire, 

processions and baptisms.   

Baptisms are to be postponed, unless there is an urgent and grave pastoral need. 

Weddings are to be postponed, where possible.  Funerals are for limited numbers (no 

more than 10 persons, including celebrant). Only the First Rite of Penance (individual 

confession and absolution) can be celebrated, because of the restrictions on numbers. 

Because all gatherings are to be discouraged, advertised times for reconciliation are not 

possible. If you contact the Parish House we will do our best to have a priest available for 

you when you call. It is important that the Sacrament of Anointing be available to those 

seriously ill and in danger of death. Holy Communion is not to be given to anyone, 

including the sick and Homebound, except as Viaticum for the dying. This is to prevent 

people moving around the community.  
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Many of you have asked about our Parish Collections for Stewardship and Priest Support. We 

have installed a secure Deposit Mail Box inside the safety grill on the porch of the Parish House 

for people to drop their envelopes and contributions. But perhaps now is a time to consider 

contributing to both collections by direct debit or credit card. Call or email the Parish Office if you 

would like us to send you a form to facilitate this.  

We will email the Weekend Parish Bulletin tomorrow and hard copies are available outside the 

Church at St Clare and St Francis Xavier. It is good to stay in touch even at a social distance. 

We are now forming volunteer teams for the following.  

1. Telephone teams to maintain daily contact with our isolated people.  

2. Shopping crews to source and deliver needed items to those confined to home.  

3. On line prayer circles to hold in prayer specific needs and intentions at this time. 

If you are able to volunteer for one or more of these tasks please contact the parish office: 9401 

6371 or Boxhill@cam.org.au .  

Where was Noah when the Lord asked him to build an Ark? (at home). Where was Abraham when 

the Lord asked him to journey? (at home).  Where was Moses when the Lord called him to free 

His people? (at home). Where were the Apostles when the Holy Spirit came to them? (at home). 

Who knows what next week may bring but the message is clear. Stay at home. That’s where the 

Lord expects to find us. 

 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP 

Parish Priest 
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